quick note

AUGUST 2020

PERU

4.250 FOOD BASKETS
2.262 BAGS WITH SCHOOL-SUPPLIES
679 NEW FAMILIES WITH A VEGETABLE GARDEN

we’re still in the emergency scenario

ROARING 20’s
It’s difficult to make time to write something personal. Just outside the office, materials for
greenhouses, eco-friendly fridges, water reservoirs and of course the food parcels are being
loaded onto truck #30. Applications are coming in by the truckload too, the financial reports
should have been finished yesterday and in the meantime I’m probably already behind on the
latest developments. 510,000 cases, 25,000 deaths. Will the quarantine continue, will the
humanitarian flights abroad continue, can we go to Cusco, will I be able to go to the Netherlands
for Christmas…?
So much uncertainty. For the last few months, every day has been a whirlwind of surprises. We’re
being buried under requests for aid, food, medicine, blankets and new vegetable garden
projects. At first, I thought it would blow over quickly, but this sense of uncertainty now marks our
everyday life.
Peru is being hit hard by the virus and as an NGO, we are doing everything we can to help out as
many communities as possible. Because help is needed. Big time. Children haven’t gone to
school since December 2019 (when the summer holidays started), their parents haven’t had an
income since March (80% of the men were Inca Trail porters), the weather is freezing, and the
communities are isolated and secluded.
The virus certainly hasn’t blown over yet. The consequences are becoming more and more visible,
and desperation is growing. Now more than ever before, the villagers, schools and municipalities
are seeing the true value of the vegetable gardens. This has resulted in 679 additional families
signing up for our special vegetable garden program. You’ll read how this program works in this
quick note. At three new schools, we’ve started working with the parents. Together, we’re
creating a school vegetable garden where they grow produce for the entire community, and
which also serves as an example. We’re proud, a little tired, but we’re reaping the rewards, and
are getting a lot of fulfilment from our achievements.
I want to thank you very much for all the donations and support we’re getting from you. You’ve
got no idea how much calm, space and energy this is bringing us.

Cuidasen bien!
Simone Heemskerk
asociación Por Eso! Perú

delivering school-supplies

4,250 FOOD BASKETS/ 1,200 BLANKETS

Vouchers

VALE POR 11 PRODUCTOS

No:

fecha: ……./…….. 2020

No:

VALE POR 11 PRODUCTOS

nombre + DNI……………………………………………..

comunidad: ………………….

nombre + DNI: …………………..

comunidad: …………………………

arroz 2 kilo

aceite 1 l

quaker 2 un

azúcar 1 kilo

sal

lenteja 1 kilo

detergente

barra jabón

fosforos 1p

leche 2 t

fideo 1 kilo

firma: ………………………………….

It’s not just about hand-outs, though. We are trying to keep up our method of ‘quid pro quo’, as much as
possible. With the first rounds of our food parcels, we’ve handed out seeds and seedlings and explained
the families about the importance of producing their own food and keeping their homes tidy (now that
the men are mostly at home anyway).
The results are overwhelming.
To be precise, a total of 679 new families have started in the program, in existing and new communities.
We’ve developed a step-by-step program that ends in November. After completing a step, the family is
eligible for a voucher that can be exchanged for basic groceries.
There are several wins here:
-They no longer need to travel to the Valley or the city to buy groceries
-It’s a small boost for the local economy
-Reduced risk of getting infected because they don’t need to leave their community
With a bit of luck, another 679 families will have a vegetable garden and refurbished home before long.
This group of families is in addition to the 400 families from our regular 3-year program. Experienced
families and public servants from the municipality are helping us to supervise and support them. We get
the results sent to us through a WhatsApp message:

vouchers

2.262 BAGS WITH SCHOOL-SUPPLIES

From something bad always comes something good. A short time ago we made an alliance
between Por Eso! https://www.stichtinghope.org/index.php/2Peru and HoPe Foundation. Likewise, they are the best in pedagogical assistance.
The details of theuncategorised/48-hope-peru
collaboration of both NGOs, and how we strengthen each other, we will share
later.

3 NEW SCHOOL-GARDENS

BEHIND THE SCENES

AND WE ALSO CONTINUE TO BUILD AS USUAL
Perhaps you forgot about our ‘regular’ work. In the link below (published on august 12th) you can
refresh your memory

https://latinarepublic.com/2020/08/12/por-eso-peru-meetthe-ngo-working-to-combat-malnutrition-in-the-andes

WANT TO HELP?

you can:
www.poreso.org
www.facebook.com/poresoperu

